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Abstract

The Vikrama Pandiswarar Temple of Chozhapuram stands as a magnificent example of Tamil
Nadu's temple architectural tradition. This temple is a proof to the rich cultural heritage and
antiquity of Tamil Nadu. The name of the temple, “Vikrama Pandiswarar,” highlights its traditional
significance as a divine place constructed in a historically prominent era. The architecture of this
temple displays the unique styles of the architecture of the Chola and Pandya periods. The sculptures,
pillars and vimanas have been carefully designed with extraordinary precision and artistic excellence
that mermer the hearts of the people. In particular, the temple’s gopurams are adorned with intricate
carvings and reflect the outstanding architectural skills of the Tamils. The inscriptions found in the
temple is also significant detailing the origin of the temple and its patrons. These inscriptions offer
invaluable insights of the social structure, religious practices, customs and regime of the time. The
inscriptions of the Vikrama Pandiswarar Temple in Chozhapuram reveal thr details of divine worship
and also the royal patronage, economic prosperity and cultural growth of the period. This temple
stands the glory of ancient Tamil art and serves as an important resource for researchers and history
enthusiasts alike. Hence, this article studies on the architectural patterns and epigraphy of the
Vikrama Pandiswarar Temple.
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BLUUPES RGO LITLOT6OITL_LOTSIT HL L 1 SHeWVUNGIT FIMBS 6T(HSSH/%HHTL L T% CFTLPLITLD
QUGB LITedTIeeVuTT CHTUND HIHLPBIDES. ()% CHTUV, HLOPESHIGOT LITLITL () eUTLPLD
ClBTEOTDLUILD  BleWMES ROTDTE  ESBIDS).  (3)%CHTU T GGy yHeT FmLiewLs
UMSSBIMS), BB LTIVl CHTUls) Suilyih 9460 (HIBESHG (psdredric G5 UIaT s,
Caurullevr@th. (3)%Cosmufls) &1 1 1 %HemeV, CFTIPIT LOMMYLD LIT6TIg UIT BTV BL L L & FHeWeVUIsoT
BTG5S M5S5 BT HBIDS). (3)%CHTUlNDT FDIIBISET, HTOITHOT LODMYLD ILOTITIEISHET
U HBS FHUTSSIL 60T 6)1g QWIS EBLILIL (H6T6NedT. 10%%SSGMIIITS, (3)5CHTUlsy G&HIL)TbIs%ser
I APUBISTTY  YVBISASHLILIL (B, SLPrleor HL L 1 FFewevullssr FriFuors
eI BlTmerr.  (3)%CHsrulladlar He6lsul HF CIFUIBIBEHLD S FS5EBD G LD.
B)sHVCuL (BB6ir  oufluins  YSHETVSSHIV Sl wHEHMIGT Faps YewiwLiL), LIgHlser,
ClBIpedMEBET LDAYLD YTF  BlVUTBEIST GSMISHI LIV SHUVSHDT YU (1Pl BID).
CFIIpLyTId UIGHITLD LTI VT CHTUleds) BrentiiLiBb H6D6lsut’ BHlser, Glsiisy aufliimEg
wi HsVsvros), yrF 2 Mlsww,  CUIT(HTTSITLD DAY — FVTFFTT U FIemususLd
ClouaflLiLiBs5IBOTDET. ()5 CHTUNY  SLUPESHIOT — LILPBISTVS — FHeweVUlsdT — GlLIGsw LoD UL
THISHISBTL (LD LPSBNUILDT 6T FEMLOTFH6YLD, DY UIGUTEN T BN LOMMYLD UTVTIDMY Dy U6V 565y
QUWVILLSILILIDD — HWVLIGCIITSBINRLOT S BIBPBIDSG). TGy, B)HHL Hlewy Q%o
LITeTIee VT CHTUNIIIT HL 191 HHNV LPeNMHET LoDAYLD HeVGIUL Hlsewarts Limmf] 2y uisy

CIFUIB|DS).
GOIILFEFTHSEET: CaHrullsy, S L L &Hemev 2 MILIL&E6T, Bloubskiser, Hs06loul_(HL1 Ligleyser.

WpTIDT
SPHEE CaTullevassr &L L L ssmedh@s SeflFfmliyl Gupmene. D BT igev
STeRTLIOLMID  CaTullevsEhd  YTeadTLmaTSEHLD  @)ST S L L BIGsEHD  SHLlpTseflsT
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s LL&GsmVF Apliys@ THSHBHSSTL LTS YWWESISTDHRT. UUT SHTVHH MG (LpsiT
GwLaumrds GCaruillevassr FHev  Hewwhdl Bl G LTEITeTewe LT, T (HLO6SST
(Qemisev), wrid Y SweuHPTCVCW HeWLEHLILIL 14 (hhS6T. FLOPHSHHleT GClger LiGsluils
LITeRTIq WTHEBHLD Ul _LIGSuiled LIsVsvaUTHERLD LIPHISTVSSH CvGBuw @ewLsuswrds Csmullsvssir,
spmefl  9busd, DewMsE sHDefl  CureTDauDHeIDE Sl igeTi.  YjsueusnBuiley
@rreurenerwiid LGS ulled CFTPLTD Ul L TTSSleD S ewLobGIeTar alld a5 Lo LITeunT e ee T T
Caruiledlstt &L L L GHme0  Yewwliewuud &HVblaul HF OGFFEHewaTud Y rrileusrs
@) EHL_Rewr YWWEGTDHGI. SWPHGSH0 @)L bGlumd CoHruillsemar eLpeTn cUHSHWTHL
Uf&asevmip.

1. go»Louewrs Gasmullsvassir

2. pMHEDMMEBSH6V I SHMBIG6IT

3. &s_@resrds Gamullsvgseir
Garuiley gjemioailL_Lb

@ rreuremerwgslev @) mHg 10 F.b.grriH5e0 Fhsrer@srullsy GlFsLaId sudluilsy
Garyyrid Gasruilsy o sirerg). Carypyrd ety H(HGHVGeusd] meul L 1o Gasreailsvu g
aul L B0 Cribg B)hHss. 1910 - opib oy eT(hd @l LileTy @)euay i Liswipur &)rmiobTaL D
wreul L &0 @) hhgl aubsgl. SNHCLTEI all(hgIBEST WTeuL L 1D @)rreoumeneruid eul L gleD
o _6Teng).

Coaupgl

allsAlrourasriesvari Garuils) ‘Caheumsl’ srevtenb Ljsworewfl BHlullesr sewyuilsy
SwwhgleTergl. CaTullepish@ peiTerTsy CBHLILID 2 eTengl. @)hs 6\HLILSDD @) HbGI HTedr
all&roUrenTie ey (hdh@GHh, @GseuTielwrf]l obemwsEd LICFsDd GFiiw  Hevrewt i
T(HSSLILL () subBGl. DeTTeY FHBUTHI @) bHd G\HLILID LweTUTL HM Blewsvulled 2 siTarg).
Gamruliled 61(pHBSH60T LilsdTevreuwt]

Ulpasmeols urentigwiseflsst o FeEsHTevdHled CFTIHLTID HM6V BHTLOTES alleTBIS WG]
Garuiledlsv o _siter HeGloul” Hsaflsit ysTriitiguid, Casruiledlsy et FesTevrid @)HLILISTEY]LD
®)5Casruilsy LTesTig W CaubeHedT &iibdILITESTIYWIST 6TETLIOUTTEY SHL L ULl L g 6Tedtmi CgbmMw
UHEDG. YH0 HBevTdgmIs Crmpesr (#.0.1070 — £.00.1120) oy 1" A% HTeVSFV LITevOTLG W
BTL_6DL_ & 616V6VLITEUTLY WIS f,6u0T(H 6ubS T6dT. cLpedTm) 6307 (h%GBar FiboTaFesrdhFlsv af DM (HHD
@bs Coubsbenidhsa@ Lletewerwimi SHhHrrurenTiqwd Gheui, LeTTUTanTedr palw () rewt(h
LO&HETEHET (B)(HHBHOTT. FeUVILITNTIQIIST HTSGHIaD YL bH Ling OCleuswr GlsTHms
GewLullest S  wihs UleTewerwimi HbsruTenTigwd GsHeur, allGroLITeTIedHeaTT
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Carullepish@ eITTaTOTET BleVhiIGemers HTerld OFuigTer. Llery i f pLsslw ofrurg,
uresTigweyiLer allsrw@aripsr (#.00.1118 — #.10.1135) Cumri yfhg Geupn) CumHMTesT.
@)susurm e rum@ uTswTigwenet aildbrio CFripsit Cleusitmi, CFrpLrHHlev af rrilGssb ClFiig)
QasrenTL_smev @)sCsmulledled sTapbsb meflujsirar HeublLiHLomer ‘aildsrd LTeTIeHauTT 6TeTm)
S WIPSSLILIL_L_TIT.
SLL_L &5m6V

allsrwuresriesauri Casmullsy SlpiseaflsT S L L &5606065E SL1GUWLD dn MISSTDS.
Carullsllssr spmiFaoni apsTDeT Jjg HVSID yewibgleTengl. Rren() @rEISeT)D
uligdh SHSTYID HHAND LETFTHE HVHSHID HL L LILIL (H6TOT6T. D)6sTT6D, &M MIdFdr6u a6l
SL_(HTerd pHmit GLMTLO6L 2 6Terg).
S L L $5mM60 2_MIUIL|&556T
S L_TevTLD

allraTdFlar  HmI Y BISBISHE1D  (PHOTUSHTHE  Yewaugl  YFHL L TearGL.
YL TTD TSI YSHeTD PG, QeI bsensgler 16Cs awetw b
S| BI& BIGEDETI LD §EFTMEIT LB G| PETMT S HewLOLILIT.

FlevIbL)& G WPSLD

USLLbHS H|SL_L_TesTiD

®)5Casruilsy &meuswmuiled GoM@ Ll L&HBLD @)L bGLHMIsTT el USWUHS HSIL L Tevr
QUMHDIWIF FTTHGHIGTOTFI. LISLOLBS P L TETLD 6T6dTLIG 2 LITGTLD, 20&HD), @&UPSHLD, HeSTL LD,
uligends sTerm 2 milildsemerts Gupm elleThiG. uUswUbS YSIL L Tarssn@ Ged
Fevbuieu] @)L bCUMHMIsTETSI HDS 5D HHHH5).
flevibL)d GpSLD

L&  alhds GHUSHPL BHHH  eweudbsls Ul FHAevbysewerts GumreTm
O|VBISTTBISSOTT () &TeTLiLI(heug).
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dirpremd (Qyeow FirdgmivLy)

I LTerssled @ bEumid  LweTuT (HSCHMaUULTTET  HL L L HHenevds
I DTGW. @)g ‘Ulrprerd’ sterui. Caruilsvseaflsy &meuswmis Ligglulled(mibg GleuaflGuwimiib
Flmwepser B CeuslCumiengsnars ewwssliul’ L ugs ‘Urprerd’ stertiu@®ib. 3)bs
el s Hwrerds Carullvsst &L g CsTLmgw LNSTarTsTer Sewdhsliul L g).
QpsiLgd  seaumpulst  sasghe  Qeewwrer 2 wrkSld  QapsGn.  Gbs
Ulrprermiseflesr pHLLGS UL serenti GlauellGumnieusnasTear LsTarTd ewiwou|b. (3)Hemesr
9 BSg1 Hbwid, WHTD, WTEDST Vgl allwTpsyiLarTer sa(liLGuils Aplu oerey
SIVBIGTIBIGEHL BT  Fn(HHeTTE  @hbGL. FAdw  Casrullvsefllsy Qg  9Fls

T S —

GeusmeviiuirhHseflery) Frs

Pier S

Lll_L'D‘. 2 - *Q;wm Br&SGriLy e;Jth_me
sl (pwrers Carullsvseafley @)L bClups T mgw @ilrprerorerg Llls sTaflenowTss
QaTLBsOUL LS. @& lwrarsdlear el s@Glussd P LTarssler o milisserflsy
eTeu2_MILILITETEH|  H(HouemDUIST STSHINEG [@ewenTITeT 2 WIrSsHley 2 eTenCHT  HFl6L
II»W&HHLILBILD. @)dEasTuledlley ADLPHSHIL T Fn g STHLILGS ullsL Al eralsvmer
IIVBIETTS  Fn(hHerT @)L DCuDHmisToner. @)Ssmbw  Hewwliy LIDSTEVOL  LITedTiquir
HTVSHBHD 9 F% jerailsy & mewTevmLD.

Usg) (Bhitti)

g sTedtIg) & Heuswmuiledr deuiliLigGgslwuT@i. @)g1 L Terssln@ Csv o srer
UGSWTGD. @G HTV eTaTayld HewPHHLILBID. @FFeurliu@Gsluiled HL L L SHHen6Vdh
FnMIFHOTTH YOTSHEHTewT, CHauGasriL1b, CsTiL LEhFTILD, GLOULEHFTLD, SO LIEHFTLD
(pBVTET 2_MILIL&6T @)L 1DGLIMSleTm6dT.
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Gami uep&rip (Kostha Panjaram)

Garuiledlsst  ailomesrid, eIl LIBISST, GCHTLTBIGET — aSlweuDMledT  Freuiaer
CleumiswiowiTs @)eVVTLOY B)(hdhd YW&HSLILIBID Y PGSHMILIL|EHET 'LIEhFTBISH6T 6TeuTl1LI(HILD.
'CarlL uehFrid' (Csragl LEhFTD) et SHrewTsEhd, eunmler Ged ewioujb
OpHeilHEpd, @rent(h) HTOTHEHSE QewLuilsd o srer o erGlerT(HBislw,  LTLLD
Gurssrp 'CHTL_LID" sTdTD LGl GClsTenTL Hewioliy. Cari L miseflst R)HLUDS HTevnTser
(M HTewent @rewrLrasl Ulethssl Curarmemeal. eusaurn Gleul iy Seupmler Fewr Gui
WSS  Guretn  YewwliyewLwgl GCaTiL . @b CHTL LS HTHTSHT BEHV
uTs' starliLi®d. Ll ' ememTeyd HTMIHET . hGeY ULTHD SHLOPHHHe0 L (HIb
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STTLILGILD SWVEHIn D G, CaTL L. LehFrmiser allreardsler Hemrs e, Gosv
BHOMBIGET, HlTeud, Hidhd LOMTLLID, WHM LTl Likiseflsr Llgs), Caryrid odlweumnmnlev
Owujb. CHliaBISHEhGSTeT CHTL L BIssT 'Chou GCHTLL LD sTaTMID Y eWwLpdHaHLILIBID.
CapeuGas Tl L Biser GuhL@glullet 9swilienul QUThGg @) (HeuendLiLi(HLb.

> Gamrrewt ewwlisnL_w CHeuGaHmLL (b

> FTemev ewwliyenLw CHeu CHmiL b
Garrent gewwliLjenl_w CHauGHTL L BIgSsT GHLGSullev LGST, ASSIT, &T YW cpalenss
G TremT 9ewLoLIL|H 66D sp6ETeNM 269 L_ILIGT.
GzxeuGasmi_L b

allsAlrouresrieseuri GCasruilledlsy  smeuswm  FeuruGHulled CHeuGsHmL L miger

@)L 6lunmisraresr. CHeuGsTl L misefled waTallage), Lirbwer, s FHewrrepidbsl opdw
B)ewD U (HOUBIFHST 96WLDEHSLILIL (H6ITET6T.
&G@umrgid (Cornice or Kodungai)

&CuUrsld eTelTeyid 2 miiuresrdl vweaTUTL HS Chemer &HHP 6TPsHSHFler GLosv
SwwE DG SHalPhslHLLUSTD @& SCUTHD sTaTlICLWT QUDDSTEHE dmmieui. @)
LOGDLPTH T T6BT &) & (HeUED M F Feuifledr GeuafliiLi@luilsv UL med(HLLSDETS
SwWESELILRUSTEGLD. SL_(HrersGsrullsvseafley @)L bEluHm subs SCUTSHLD allFwbsr
BTWEHSET HTeVSSD STpeury (GsTHBINS) YewlienLls ClLmiEleTDg).

uLib. 4 - Q&T(HBIeNS

CasT@mIns  ewwliy @LbQumid Curgh YSHTELY STPUTTSHEL DL YeHLOLIL]
SHTewTLILI(HLD.
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I (D& 6IT

sCursmisefler Gwed @)L ELMID T (BHB6T YevmsTr CouswevliLr(®  &H[HS!
SwWESELILRUSTEGD. CuTHeuTsds Comrullvseflesr ewwliy 9EHHT WeflFHeT euThphHhd
ofligett  gewwliewults GQummliilesr, Pl LLCeumy wTHDBIGDeTS Ol TeswT(H
UETTFAWEML_HSHFH| 6TATVTLD. P)HlV HEHBTVSFL FnewT Gouujb Gumrg Geuefldaid wHmiid
STHCOHTL L $FIDHTES Y dbamewrulled HBsTHhICHE euewersgl CihbsSHLUT. 9SS

vwetur’ Hg Csemeaus (g @)L bCUDHD LiLGsICw LINSTVSSHIV gn L TH HeDLOFSDS].
i | - " F

uLb. 5 - (b

Fn(HH6T &I QT g (PHeD BTOTE g euedTUileLTERT HeTalleTsHmil e»LodhdsLiLHILD.
wn(hHefler @rmseflsy o edrer WSOy HVBISTISSHIL Corm, HevmSTID @ermGuim
Sewwub. g (Hsefler o I u@gd usrerors  Geul L LUl B BV @)ewmu(HeuBISSET,
WeflsdHHmeVEB6T,  BLOTFFADUBISST (PHeOlw LD 2 (heumissr OlFgIEE UL g (hdGLD.
3)5CaHTuiledlsy g (hH6T D QUIGaNVITST HVBIGTTSHSHIL T HTERTUILRSIMGI. Fn (DS 6rl6dT
2 I Lu@GFuileid o (Heumbiser 61Fg)5hs 1L (HeTeTeyT.
wirefleurf! (Yali Frieze)

sCUTHSFME@E Cwev @)L LMD S L L SsHmev 2 My wrefleufl &, @)%
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@bs wrefl suflensullsst @mudl ewerseaflsy waTmISeT @)L DGLIMID. wTefleurluj_edr
Ulrensriiu@@d) wpigeusnL_slmg).
Fmésefibyitivig

Garuilsv et uBISefleT  FrawTHST  HWRPL (NS = HTMHTTHYLD  Hjeweu
VIS TESEIUL B APpu CausweliLTHHEHL D HlHPHBTDEIT. STV EIHL 6T (61 WITF
APumBISEHD PGSO QL bELUDHMIsTETRT. (P IDDMTL LIBISEHSG TMPIF ClFVID  Lilgser
wWSSCHTH BT  @pymep wrefl  HeVevg  sRwTaflsenerds  GClsTesTL
SevmisfEsILL L ensliligser (Balustrades) oswwdasiiul Ler. @emeu ‘Fmesseafipmiiiig’
6T WPSHBLILIHILD. (B)HHMEHIW LONTL LIBIG6T BT LD Fmbs Blewsoulleiid, eLpigu
BleweLuileVId HeWLOBBLILIL L 6T, LRI LIBIGS6T @edimereyd eilprd &sTevmiseaflsy ©Liflgb
LweTUTHDLWGTS  ewhgl euhblermer. alldalrwurasresaeari Gasruilledlsy  Fmbs
Blewevuilsd  YWIBHGHITOT  LONTL LIkIGZ6eT) — Flphabsaflpmititg Y ewdhaLLL (h6TaTsT.
LITeRTIY WTHET SHBIGHEHGE 2 MesTar wewpullsy wrefl eugalleib wWTeweT FHiBldhensenul
BHrigu Blewevuileyid O|VBIGTT GeouemevLIT(h % 61H L9 LD FlmsasaflDmiiLigenu

| LDS S| GTETEIT T

1

Quilrid eT(hHem Lpewd SHTrewrorTs Gosrulledsr Hsv LGlsear YniaThCs FHwshd
Blewevulled 2 erererr.  wewTL LUBIGaflesr  eumulledley  YHlesTas  Fewsk  eulgailevmesr
FSmesafllDmiiLgenw 2 (Heursd o erereri. erevflaib LPeHLOUIST HjLPews  (3)H6TT6V
616 (D& pigweaisensy sTaTEm G TeTmISIDSI.
GaryrBIgseiT

Cuergaisefler evgrLlseEns@ OCleuafllGuw Carrent eurTulleVsHsT eWLOSHSBLILIL L 6vT.
@eunpler  QasrLiFfCuw LhasTevgglsy GCaryrmiserTs wrmPler. GFrpi  &TevHIHlev
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